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DEDICATION 


This story is dedicated to all Navy Corpsmen— past, present, and 
future— who stand in harm’s way and selflessly honor their vow to 
care for those wounded during combat, either in body or spirit. 



AUTHORS’ NOTE 


The Docs is the story of four Navy Corpsmen deployed to Iraq. While some events 
in the novel are specific to Operation Iraqi Freedom, this graphic novel is not 
intended to depict any specific time period or conflict. Rather, it represents a 
more general view of military life within a combat zone. The intent is to highlight 
challenges faced by Corpsmen in all wars. The commitment of Corpsmen to 
meeting these challenges is, like the story itself, timeless. 
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Marine Regiment, Marine Corps Base, California 
Mission: Operation Iraqi Freedom 
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...MAN, ^ 

' VO NOT BRINGj 
UP THE PAMNEP 
ecoRPioNe agjAin. 

V I HATE THOeE 

V THlNCraei y 


DUPE, 

YOU’RE A U.e. ^ 
MARINE. YOU CAN’T 
BE AFRAIP OF A 
V LITTLE BUCsj. V 


HEY, POC. ^ 
YOU NEW AROUNP 
. HERE? . 


/ MY ^ 

^ CRANPFATHER > 
WAe A CORPeMAN 
WITH A MARINE UNIT IN 
KOREA. WANTEP TO 
eERVE MY COUNTRY 
ANP BE A eAlLOR 
V LIKE HE WAe. / 


WELL, POC, YOU’RE 
CETTINC YOUR CHANCE. JUeT 
PO WHATEVER WE PO, ALWAYe, 
ANP KEEP YOUR HEAP ON A eWlVEL. 


KEEP THE eCORPlONe 
AWAY. THEY’RE NAeTYI WAIT 
. TILL YOU FINP ONE IN > 
\ YOUR BOOT. ^ 
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KILO CCMPMf¥, 


K DON’T WORRY. 

^ I’LL BE FINE. YOU \ 
WORRY ABOUT GjETTINCsj 
TH ie WEDDlNCsj PLANNED. 
I’LL BE READY TO G>0 
WHEN I GjET back. I’VE 
COT TO CET ON THE BUe 
NOW. I’LL BE IN TOUCH , 
Ae eooN Ae ^ 
I CAN. 




eORRY 

FOR THE WAIT 
AMANDA. 
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MAN, I HAVEN’T eEEN X 
YOU IN FOREVER. NO ONE ) 

HAe CALLED ME ‘DAWC’ ^ 

^ IN A LONC TIME. THE ^ 

MARlNEe? 

I WHAT’e UP WITH 
V THAT? ^ 


HEY MAN. IT X 
WAe THie OR END 
UP IN A CANC. COULDN’T 
DO THAT TO LieA. WHAT 
ABOUT YOU, YOU 
V CRAZY eOUlD? ^ 


YEP, RICHT AFTER HICH eCHOOL. 

IT’e BEEN CREAT, ACTUALLY. 

W WE HAD A BABY THREE A 
MONTHe ACO. 


WHO YOU CALLIN’ 
eOUlD, JARHEAD? YOU 
MEAN YOU AND LieA 
V COT MARRIED? A 


YOU? > 
^ A DAD? WOW, 
THAT’e AWEeOME. 
CONCRATULATlONe. 


HOLY e^HlT! 
PARRBLLF/ WHAT 
ARE YOU POlNGf 
HBREF 
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DARRELL JR. N 
HECK, I WANTED TO 
NAME HIM AFTER YOU 
BUT LieA WOULDN’T CbO 
FOR THE NAME . 
> ^ ‘DAWC’. 


wHAT’e Hie 
NAME? 


YOU > 
HERE BY 
YOUReELF? 


f YEAH, YOU \ 
KNOW HOW MY 
PARENTe ARE. 
pope WOULD HAVE 
COME BUT MOM 
COULDN’T TAKE IT. 

eo HE eTAYED 
V HOME WITH / 
HER. 


I’LL LEAVE 
YOU ALL ALONE. 

eEE YOU ON 
V THE BUe. 


^ L06D UP! 


17 




18 



HE’e EN ROUTE FROM CraERMANY. I KNOW 
THAT A LOT OF YOU KNOW MILLER AND ARE 
WORRIED ABOUT HIM. I’VE AeKEP FOR AN 
UPDATE AND WILL LET YOU KNOW Ae 
eOON Ae I HEAR eOMETHlNe 
FROM BETHEeDA. 


YEe, eiR. I 

WAe WONDERING IF YOU 
HAVE ANY UPDATE ON PETTY 
OFFICER MlLLER’e 
CONDITION? 


^ IF THERE’e ^ 
NOTHINC ELeE, WE’RE 
DONE HERE, eo CO 
HOME. eEE YOU ALL 
V AT 2100. ^ 
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THANKe 
FOR TAKlNCsj 
THE DAY OFF 
. TODAY. 


WHAT DO YOU 

EXPECT? OUR LAeT RUN ON 
THE BEACH TOGETHER FOR 
V. eEVEN MONTHe. ^ 


HOW FAR DO 
YOU WANT TO CO 
V TODAY? < 


^ LET’e CO LONC. ^ 
AT LEACT lO. WANT TO 
BURN OFF eOME OF 
V THie CTRECe. ^ 


eo, How’e ^ 
THE CHOULDER 
V FEELINC? ^ 


^ CTILL CTIFF. N 
HURTC A LITTLE 
BUT THE ORTHOPOD 
CAYe THAT IT WILL 
TAKE OUITE A WHILE 
FOR THAT TO 
CO AWAY. 


DO ME 

A FAVOR WOULD YOU? 
KEEP YOUR HEAD DOWN 
THie TIME. ^ 
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Naval Mobile Construction Battalion, Naval Air Station, Florida 
Mission: Support Construction Projects in Central Iraq 






WELL, FOR WHAT 
IT’e WORTH, I’M (GRATEFUL 
^ TO HAVE YOU WITH Ue. WITH eo > 
MANY GaUYe CbBTT\NCb OUT AFTER WE 
CAME BACK THE LA&T TIME, I CAN 
REALLY UeE YOUR EXPERIENCE. 


BATTALION PURINC THE LA&T 
PEPLOYMENT...8 PEAP ANP 40 
CAeUALTlEe...A FAMILY MAN LIKE 
YOU COULP’VE eAlP ‘ENOUCH le 
ENOUCH’ ANP WALKEP AWAY. 
BUT YOU PIPN’T. WHY NOT? y 


I THINK eo, eiR. THlNCe ARE PRETTY 
eETTLEP AT THE eTORE. IT’e A LITTLE 
HARPER ON THE FAMILY THie TIME. THE 
KlPe ARE OLPER ANP CAN UNPER- 
eTANP WHERE I’M COINC. 

BUT THEY’LL BE OK. 



WELL, LIKE ^ 

I eAlP, I’M CLAP \ 
THAT YOU PIP. NOW, \ 
FlNieH UP eo YOU CAN \ 
OUT OF HERE ANP 
ePENP eOME TIME / 
AT HOME. I’LL eEE / 
YOU IN THE 
MORNINC. ^ 

OH, ANP 
JOHN, eAY 
HELLO TO 
LlNPeAY 
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Hudson 


OK...eEE V 
YOU ABOUT 6:00. 
THE KIP6 CAN’T 
WAIT FOR YOU TO CET 
HERE. THEY HAVE A 
LITTLE 6URPR16E 
Ik FOR YOU. ^ 


CREATI ^ 
LOVE YOU. 6EE 
YOU IN A LITTLE 
. WHILE. . 


HI, HONEY. JU6T WANTED TO 
LET YOU KNOW I DROPPED BY THE 
6TORE REAL OUlCK TO CHECK 
ON THINC6 ONE LA6T TIME... 
THEN I’LL BE RICHT 

HOME. \ 



HEY, TOM, HOW’6 
THE INVENTORY COMINC 
ALONC? YOU CET IT 
V F1N16HED UP? 


LET ME 

^ HAVE A LOOK. ^ 
I CAN’T HEAD OFF 
TO THE OTHER 61DE 
OF THE WORLD WITH- 
OUT TH16 BEINC 
^ 6TRA1CHT. ^ 


^ I’M CLAD ^ 
YOU CAME BY. 
I’M NOT 6URE THE 
NUMBER6 ARE 
Y WORKINC OUT. ^ 


^ LET’6 CET ^ 
BU6Y. L1ND6AY 
AND THE KID6 ARE 
WAITINC FOR ME 
V AT HOME. > 
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I DON’T KNOW, 
LlNPeAY. I DIDN’T MEAN 
TO... I wAe tryingj to 
(ber THE INVENTORY 
V eTRAUsjHTENED / 
Tv OUT. ^ 


YOU COULD 
HAVE LET TOM 
HANDLE THAT. 


TOM? 

^ COME ON... \ 

^ YOU’VE COT TO ^ 

BE KIDDINC. I TRIED. 
HE’e A HARD WORKER 
BUT WE ONLY HIRED HIM 
A FEW MONTHe ACO 
^ AND IT’e CLOW y 

COINC. ^ 








LOOK, I LOVED 
MY EMT JOB BUT 

Gjave that up eo 

WE COULD RUN THE 
eTORE FOR YOUR 
FATHER WHEN 
HE RETIRED. 







/ THAT’e RlCssHT, \ 
LlNPeAYi I’M THE 
ONE HEAPlNCsj OFF 
TO A WARZONE. 
DOEeN’T THAT 
V COUNT FOR y 
X eOMETHlNCPI y 


X OF COUReE IT \ 
/ DOEe...BUT DO YOU N 

THINK THAT YOU’RE THE 
ONLY ONE THAT’e AFFECTED? 
DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY 
BlRTHDAYe, eCHOOL PLAYe 
AND REClTALe YOU’LL Miee? 

NOT TO MENTION THE BAD 
Y DREAMe, THE DOCTOR J 

. APPOlNTMENTe... 

A HOMEWORK? i 












Marine Infantry Battalion, FOB, Western Iraq 





BANKS — Crimson tide 



OH YEAH. DAD CAN’T 
eTAND IT THAT AUBURN’e 
WON IT eo MANY TlMEe 
LATELY. WHAT ABOUT 
^ YOU, BANKe? WHAT’e > 
YOUR TEAM? ^ \ 


OH YEAH, 
HE WAe THE 
s[Cbcbee?T. 


THAT’e HOW 

X I eTARTED LlKlNCsj X 
/ THEM. MY DAD HAD \ 
BULLDOCe eTUFF ALL 
OVER THE HOUeE. HE AND 
MOM HAD eEAeON TlCKETe 
FOR FOOTBALL AND DIDN’T 
V Miee A CssAME FOR / 
ABOUT lO YEARe / 
IN A ROW. 


...UNTIL LAeT 
FALL WHEN 
HE PAeeED 
AWAY. . 


EVERETT, ^ 
I figjUred you for 

AN ALABAMA FAN 
FOR eURE. ^ 


NO WAY. I’VE > 
BEEN AN AUBURN FAN Ae 


^ MU&T MAKE IT ^ 
INTEREeTlNC AROUND 
YOUR HOUeE DURINC IRON 
^ BOWL WEEKEND. 
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JACKSON— Carry My Letter 
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^ YEAH, DARRELL, \ 
FEELe LIKE OLD TlMEe. 
eo, HOW ARE THlNG>e 
BACK HOME? YOU HEARD 
FROM LieA? HOW’e 
V DARRELL JR? 


YEAH, I COT A 
LETTER FROM HER 
TODAY. IT’e ONLY BEEN 
THREE WEEKe eiNCE I 
LEFT AND HE CAN eiT 
V UP BY HIMCELF > 
ALREADY. ^ 


THE THINC le ^ 
THAT I’M MieeiNC 
IT ALL. HELL, HE’LL 
PROBABLY BE 
WALKINC BEFORE I 
s. CET BACK. ^ 


I DON’T KNOW, 

/ DAWC. TO TELL YOU N 
' THE TRUTH, IT eCAREC 
THE CHIT OUT OF ME. HELL, 
HAVINC ONE KID eCARED 
\ THE CHIT OUT OF ME. > 
BUT NOW TWO? 


YOU 


KNOW, DAWC, 


JUeT CAN’T 


BELIEVE IT. 


I MEAN, WE X 
HADN’T eEEN EACH 
OTHER IN WHAT, ALMOCT 
TWO YE ARC? AND NOW, 
HERE WE’RE BUNKINC 
^ TOGETHER IN > 
. — . IRAQ. ^ 


NO KIDDINC?!! 
THAT’e AWEeOMEI 
CONCRATULATlONei 


THAT’e NOT THE ^ 
HALF OF IT. LieA TOOK A 
PRECNANCY TEeT. LOOKe 
LIKE I’M COINC TO BE 
A DAD AC AIN. ^ 
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WELL, LIKE 

^ I eAip, I THINK ire n 

AWEeOME. WHAT COULD BE 
BETTER THAN BEINC A DAD? I 
CAN’T WAIT TO BE ONE eOME 
^ DAY. CONNA BE JUeT > 
LIKE MY DAD. 


YEAH, DAWC, 

YOUR pope le 

^ THE MAN. 


f DO YOU KNOW 

^ THAT THROUGH ALL FOUR ^ 
YEARe OF HICH eCHOOL, HE 
NEVER MieeED A FOOTBALL 
CAME? IF I WAe PLAYINC, HE 
WAe THERE. EVEN IF HE HAD TO 
^ WORK THE MIDNICHT eHlFT > 
TO MAKE UP FOR IT. 


^ AND YOUR >< 
MOM eAT IN 
THE CAR IN THE 
PARKINC LOT 
‘CAueE eHE WAe 
TOO NERVOUe 
V TO WATCH! ^ 


/^YOUR OLD MAN N 
WAe IN THE NAVY, 
WAeN’T HE? HE WAe 
A CORPeMAN IN 
‘NAM, RICHT? 


YEAH, TWO TOURe. 

I cuEee THAT’e why i 
eiCNED UP. HE DIDN’T TALK 
ABOUT IT VERY OFTEN BUT 
hv I cuEee IT euNK in. > 


^ TO THie DAY, HE ^ 

eTlLL EYEe THE EXlTe 
EVERY TIME HE eiTe DOWN 
IN A REeTAURANT. FUNNY 
THINC le, HE THlNKe THAT 
< I DON’T NOTICE. ^ 
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MENDEZ — Return Downrange 
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¥€M! 




' LieTEN UP, EVERYONE...BEFORE ^ 
LT WlLLlAMe CiETe eTARTEP, I WANT 
TO LET YOU KNOW THAT WE JUeT <b01 WORD 
FROM BETHEePA. PETTY OFFICER MlLLER’e 
(bOlHCb TO BE OKAY. HE’e BEINC MOVEP 
. TO NAVY MEPICAL CENTER eAN PIECsjO > 
ANP le EXPECTEP TO MAKE 
A FULL RECOVERY. 
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GjOOV to <bO. 

JUeT WANTED TO 
^ BE eURE. ^ 


^ I FEEL eOOD, eiR. 

CsjETTINCsj hit LA&T TIME WAe 
BAD LUCK. COMPLETELY RANDOM 
I CAN’T WORRY ABOUT IT. COIN& 
BACK OUTeiDE THE WIRE le 
A PART OF MY JOB. ^ 
I’M FINE. 


THANKe FOR VOLUNTEERING, 
PETTY OFFICER MENDEZ. I KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED ON YOUR LAGT DEPLOYMENT 
AND I WANT TO CHECK IN WITH YOU, 

V MAKE eURE YOU’RE GOOD 
TO GO FOR THie. 




THERE’e A GECOND 
DOC COMING FROM 
CHARLIE COMPANY. 
HN DEREK JACKGON. 
GUPPOGED TO BE 
GOLID BUT IG VERY 
GREEN. YOU’RE 
GOING TO HAVE 
TO KEEP AN 
EYE ON HIM. 



TAKE GOME 
TIME THIG AFTERN( 
THE OTHERG CAN H, 
UNPACKING. 
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Alpha Company, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion, Dam FOB, Western Iraq 



WELL, CtjENTLEMEN, 
THie le HOME FOR THE 
FOREeEEABLE FUTURE. 





WALLACE — Lingering Memories 




CsjREAT TO 
BE BACK, HUH, 
WALLACE? 


YEAH...MAN, 

ire JueT like it wAe 

YEeTERPAY. 









rve <bOT 
TO (her ove^ 
THBRE NOW! 






coR^sm; 

UP! 


&HIT1 
I’M HIT.' 






(her worn 

TO THE &UR3ftCAL > 
COMPANY. WE*RE INBOUNP 
WITH 3...0NB MO&T LIKBLY 
URGfBNT e^URGflCAL. I& 

V THB AMBULANCE y 
OUT FRONTF ^ 


DON’T 
LEAVE ME, 
. DOC... 


THERE 
WERE EO 
MANY... 


BO MANY 
I COULPN>T 
BAVE... 


^ WALLACE. N 
WALLACE. HEY 

WALLACE/ 

YOU OK, 

V MAN? y 


> WHAT? ^ 
YEAH, I’M OK. 
JUeT THINKINC 
ABOUT OUR LAeT 
DEPLOYMENT. NO 
V PROBLEM. > 





HEY, 

/ WALLACE, THEY N 
eHouLD HAVE ue 
WORKING ON THE 
ELEVATORe, NOT THE 
TURBINE. THERE MUeT 
V BE A THOUeAND > 
eTAlRe. 


NAH, THAT 
WAe ONLY ABOUT 
300. YOU’LL CET 
^ UeEP TO IT. ^ 


K MAYBE, BUT I ^ 

DON’T THINK I’LL EVER 
C3ET UeED TO THie eMELL. 

IT’e LIKE A MILLION 
V ROTTEN ECCe. ^ 
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A little downtime... 




WHAT ARE 
YOU (bOlNGj TO DO? YOU 
PLAY PEFENeE LIKE MY 
GjRANPMA. 


54 





55 







BANKS— On Patrol 



.C=MU/T RU2,HT Ae 

I ecaUEEZE OFF THE ^ 
ROUND, DAMNED IF HE DOEeN’T 

DROP Hie F INe AK AND BEND 

DOWN TO PICK IT UP. THE ROUND 
CRAZEe THE TOP OF Hie HEAD. 
^ I ACTUALLY eAW Hie ^ 
HAIR FLY UP! 


DUDE, HE 
MUeT HAVE 
pieeED Hie 
PANTei 


eo, I’M eET UP ON 

^ THE FOURTH FLOOR, WATCHINC ^ 
THE INTEReECTlON, AND I eEE THie x 
A— HOLE TURKEY PEEKINC AROUND THE \ 
CORNER OF THE BUILDINC. I HAVE THE i 
CRoeeHAiRe richt on Hie fore- a- 
V HEAD AND I’M CETTINC READY , 
TO LAY HIM DOWN. ^ 
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WHAT THE HELL 
HAPPENED? 




CORPSm) UP! 


^ eTAY eriLL, ^ 
PEARCE. COT TO 
CET THie BLEEPINC 
V eTOPPED. ^ 


^ POC, PON*T ^ 
LET ME LO^E MY 
LE3>! YOU CAN*T LET 
ME LOeE MY LE3>! 
V PLEASE! ^ 


> TRY TO 

^ eTAY CALM. WE’RE ^ 
CONNA CET YOU OUT 
OF HERE Ae eooN Ae 
y WE CAN. HELO’e y 
ON THE WAY. 



YOUR 

ANKLE’e BROKEN, 
DRAKE. NOT 
V TOO BAD. 


YOU’RE 

csjONNa be 

OK, RICE. 


^ DON’T WORRY > 
ABOUT ME, DOC. I 
HEARD YOU TALK INC TO 
PEARCE. HE CONNA 
BE ALRICHT? ^ 


Hie LEC’e ^ 
PRETTY BAD. HE’e 
eTABLE, BUT WE COTTA 
CET HIM OUTTA HERE. 
V HELO’e INBOUND. y 


1 / 1 

/ jf L: 

1 


fii 





The next day at the FOB... 



ALRUSjHT, 

^ EVERETT. YOU’RE ^ 
(bOOV TO CbO. IT WAe A 
PRETTY NAeTY BLieTER eo 
YOU NEED TO KEEP THE 
BANVACbB CLEAN...PON’T 
V WANT TO LET IT CbBT y 
INFECTED. ^ 


'T" MAN, I’M 

^ EXHAUeTED...FEELe ^ 
LIKE HALF THE BATTALION 
CAME THROUCH HERE 
TODAY...ALL OF ’EM WITH 
THE eAME NAeTY CRUD 
V THAT’e coiNc y 
AROUND. 


CLINIC DUTY ^ 
MUeT eEEM PRETTY 
DULL COMPARED TO THE 
eHlT YOU DEALT WITH 
. YEeTERDAY. THAT WAe 
CREAT WORK. 


DAMN. 


ACTUALLY, 

HE’e DOINC ALRICHT. 
HE’e AN INeTRUCTOR AT 
eoi. HELL, HE EVEN 
RUNe 5Ke WITH Hie 
BIONIC LECe. 


iT’e ALMoeT 
1900, WE NEED TO 
HUMP IT OVER IF WE’RE 
COINC TO MAKE 
MAIL CALL. 
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LEWie, BRUCE... 
JONEe, TOMMY... 
EVERETT, JOHN... 
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MENDEZ and JACKSON— Convoy to Baghdad 
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MAYBE. DON’T WORRY. TRUeT 
YOUR TRAININGj AND YOUR 
INeTlNCTe AND YOU’LL DO FINE. 
BUT, MOeT IMPORTANT— LieTEN 
V TO YOUR MARlNEe. THEY y 
X. KNOW THE DRILL. 
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\ 


-C 
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P /// WHAT 

WA& THAT? 
















^HIT! I WANT 

THEM euppREeeep and 

I WANT IT PONE NOW. WE’VE 
(bOl WOUNPEP BACK THERE. 
V MENPEZf WAIT FOR 

MY eiCjNAL. <1 


WILCO. 


YEAH, THAVe^ 
R13>HT!H RUN, YOU 
CHlCKEN^HiTa! 
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PAMMtT, I TOLP YOU CORPORAL, 

YOU ARE NOT P IN(S> PYlNtSf 

. ON MB. NOT TOPAY. PO YOU ^ 
UNPBR&TANP MBP 


rr 
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WALLACE— A Helping Hand 




X I’M LOOKINGj ^ 
f FOR TWO VOLUNTEERe. > 
YOU’LL BE EeCORTEP 
BY A COUPLE OF eOUAPe 
OF MARlNEe. WALLACE, 
YOU’LL NEEP TO <hO 
\ ALONC Ae WELL. 7 
N. any TAKERe? ^ 


^ WOW, YOU ^ 
CUYe MUeT BE 
eiCK OF eiTTlNC 
AT THie PAM. 


OK, MARTIN ANP 
/ WEBeTER, YOU’VE COT N 
IT. eTAY BEHINP AFTER 
THE BRIEFINC ANP I’LL CIVE 
YOU THE PETAlLe. 

Y YOU, TOO, WALLACE. > 


OK, LieTEN UP. WE JUCT RECEIVEP 
A MieeiON FROM HO. 50 CLICKC 
TO THE NORTH, A BRIPCE ALONC 
V A MAIN eUPPLY ROUTE le y 
eTARTlNC TO BECOME 
UNCTABLE. 


MACTER CHlEF’e 
TAKINC A TEAM UP THERE 
TO CHECK IT OUT ANP 
REPORT BACK TO HO CO 
THEY CAN PEVELOP 
^ A REPAIR PLAN. ^ 
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PHOENIX ACTUAL, 

^ THie le PHOENIX VICTOR 
ONE. PATROL OF FRlENDLlEe 
TURNED OFF THE MeR AND THE 
LEAD VEHICLE HIT A MINE. TWO 
WOUNDED PEReONNEL DOWN 
. INeiDE THE MINEFIELD. EOD . 
le ON eiTE. OVER. 


PHOENIX VICTOR ^ 
ONE, THie le PHOENIX 
ACTUAL...eEE IF 
WALLACE CAN HELP 
V THEM OUT. OVER. . 


The next day 0730... 
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GjOOV to meet you, 

HMl. I’M BANKe, 
s. HM3 BANKe. . 


HELLO, I’M 
HMl WALLACE. 

WHAT’e THE 
^ eiTUATlON? 


HOW 

BAP ARE 
THEY? 


HAVE A LOOK. 

X THE ONE ON THE LEFT, Nr 
FLEMINC, LOOKe LIKE HE 
HAe eHRAPNEL WOUNPe TO 
Hie RICHT THICH. eiCNlFlCANT 
BLEEPINC, BUT I PON’T THINK 
IT’e LIFE THREATENING 
V AeeUMlNG WE CAN GET y 
X ^UT THERE eOON. X 


eURE. YOU PIPN’T X 
THINK I WAe GOING TO 
LET YOU HAVE ALL THE FUN 
OF WALKING OUT INTO A 
X^INEFIELP, PIP YOU? 


THANKe. I CAN UeE X 
THE EXTRA HANPe OUT 
THERE. WHEN WE GET THERE, 
MINP IF I TAKE THE ONE 
ON THE RIGHT — PAWKlNe, 

V ANP YOU TAKE THE LEG 
Xv WOUNP — FLEMING? 




diiiiiiiq: 


WE’VE GOT X^ 
TWO MARlNEe POWN ^ 
IN WHAT LOOKe LIKE A HOT 
MINEFIELP. THEY WON’T LET 
ME GO IN UNTIL EOP 
X CLEARe A PATH. ^ 
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HOLD UP, 

DAWKiNe. ire 

ME, BANKe. I’VE 
. eOT YOU. 


WHAAAATI? 
WHAT HAPPENED? 
eOTTA (bET OUT 
^ OF HERE! 


DAWKlNe, 

^ eTAY eTlLL. I’LL ^ 
eET YOU OUT OF HERE 

Ae eooN Ae i can. i’ve 
COT TO eTABlLlZE YOUR 
HEAD AND NECK FlReT. 


WHAT??!! 
COTTA CET 
OUT OF 
HERE! 








> a 


84 




FLEMING, YOU 
eHOULP BE FINE... 
BUT DON’T PLAN ON 
DANCING FOR 
V A WHILE. ^ 


THANKe, 

DOC. 


(bOTTA 
<ber OUTTA 
HERB NOW! 


DAMN' 
STAY PUT, 
FLEMING.. 


HAN& ON, 
BANK&! I’M 
COMIN&! 


^ PAWKIN&, ^ 
IT’& ME, BANK&! 
LAY BACK POWN! 
YOU’RE &ONNA 
&ET UE BOTH 
V BLOWN UP! > 


NO, POC! 
WAIT! LET 
MB CLEAR 
THE WAY! 




(bOTTA (ber HIM 
&TRAPPBP QOWN. 

HELP/ 


CALM DOWN. 
iT’e OK. JueT 
LIE DOWN AND WE’LL 
CsjET you out 
OF HERE. 
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I’LL (ber AN 
IV eTARTEP HERE 
WHILE YOU CHECK 
OUT PAWKlNe 
\ FOR TBI. y 


YEAH, ^ 
LOOKe LIKE 
HE COT Hie BELL 
RUNC PRETTY 
COOP. 


OK, MARINE. ^ 
CAN YOU TELL 
ME YOUR 
K NAME? ^ 


HUH? ^ 
.UM...PAWKlNe 
...TERRENCE 
PAWKlNe. V 


CAN YOU 
TELL ME WHAT 
HAPPENEP? 


ALRICHT, TELL 
ME WHAT YOU 
REMEMBER. 


RIPINC IN 

CONVOY...HEAPEP TO...??? 
..PAMN, POC, THAT’e ABOUT IT.. 
RIPINC IN THE CONVOY...PON’T 
EVEN REMEMBER WHERE 
WE WERE HEAPEP. ^ 
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BANKe... ^ 
TO TELL YOU 
THE TRUTH, I NEVER 
EVEN THOUCtjHT 
ABOUT IT...PIPN’T 
HAVE TIME. 


^ HEY, HMl ^ 
WALLACE. JUeT 
CUR10Ue...WHY’D YOU 
PO IT? WEREN’T YOU 
AFRAIP YOU’P HIT 
A MINE? ^ 


WELL, ^ 
WHATEVER 
THE REAeON...I’M 
CLAP YOU CUYe 
HAPPENEP BY 
V ...THANKe. y 


NO 

PROBLEM. 
eEE YOU 
AROUNP. 


p«ib 


MOUNT 

UP/ 
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BANKS — Something in Common 
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BANKS— First Kill 





OK, MARlNEe, 

^ DieMOUNT. THE BUlLPlNGae ^ 
WE HAVE TO CLEAR ARE 
PEAP AHEAP. eTAY FOCUeEPI 
LIKE YOU HEARP IN THE 
. BRlEFlNCrs, THie le A VERY . 
HOT AREA. 


SMT! 


r^e coi/€Rf 
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^MALL ARM^ 

FIRE COMlNCb FROM 
THIRP FLOOR WINQOW^. 
TIMMONS, PUT ^OME 
HEAT ON THE THIRP 
. FLOOR WINPOW^-- 

1 0*CL0CK! ^ 


WILCO, 

e^BRGfBANT! 


ihJcoMwsm 


CbBT 

QOWNf 

VOC! 
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HOLY eHlT, 
VOCl THAT WAe 
CLOeEI 


TIMMONS, 
(bST Moize 
^UPPRE^^lNCb 
FIRE UP 
^ THERE NOWf 


^ CPL EVERETT! ^ 
TAKE e^PEARSf ANP 
BANK& ANP SECURE 
OUR LEFT FLANK. 


^ WINTERS! 

YOU, LEW!^ ANP 
PETERSON COVER THE 
RUSfHT! WE PON*T WANT 
^ THE&E BA&TARP& ^ 
FLANKlNCf U&. ^ 


WILCO, 

eERCsjEANTI 
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^ HEY, JAeON. YOU ^ 
OK? YOU HAVEN’T 
REALLY eAlP A WORD 
eiNCE EVERYTHlNCi 

V hit the fan. V 


I GjUEee 
eo. ire JueT. 

^ YOU KNOW. 


I DON’T KNOW, JOHN... 
IT’e JUeT I NEVER eHOT 
ANYONE BEFORE. I MEAN, 
I KNEW THAT IT WAe 
PROBABLY eONNA 
\ HAPPEN, BUT, MAN... y 
X. I DON’T KNOW. 


V. HEY, DON’T ^ 
^ LET IT eET TO YOU. 
YOU DID WHAT YOU HAD 
TO DO, NOTHING MORE. 









BANKS — Cordon and Knock 
















THANKe, 

MAN. 


^ BROWNBAGj two one, 

THie le brownbagj two one 
ACTUAL. BE APVieEP, WE HAVE 
ONE HOeTlLE DOWN ON THE 
eECONP FLOOR. REPEAT, ONE 
^ HOeTlLE DOWN ON THE > 
eECONP FLOOR. 
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I’M LIKE, OH HELL NO... 

THie le NOT Gjoov. but then, 
poc puLLe eoME eERioue ninja 
eHlT. HE CsjRABe THE PUPE’e ARM ANP 
YANKe HIM POWN, ANP THEY ENP . 
UP ON THE FLOOR WREeTLlNGj y( 
FOR THE WEAPON. 


NO WAY I 

wAe lettingj that 

. ARM CbO... . 


Later, back at the FOB... 


...THEN THE >— 
POOR BLAeTe OPEN > 
ANP HE’e RlCssHT BEHINP 
POC...REAPY TO PULL 
THE TRUrsCssER. 
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JACKSON— A Tough Decision 
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WHAV^ W 

Hi& HAND?!! WATCH 
. HIM, JENKINS! > 


HUGjHEe, JACKeON, 
EYEe LEFT! ANGjRY 
CROWD AHEAD. 
JENKlNe — eTAY 
ALERT ON 
THAT .50. 
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r JBNfCINai > 
THB RULB& OF 
BNCbAChBMBNT 
ARB CLBAR. 
TAKE HIM OUT. 

k. NOW! A 


^ JBNKIN&, ^ 
VO IT! YOU 
KNOW THB ROB. 

MAN, YOU*RB 
3fONNA (bBT Ua 
V KiLLBP/ > 
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Later, back at the FOB... 



^ MAN, I’M ^ 
eTARVEP. LET’e CbO 
TO CHOW. MIGjHT Ae 
WELL, IT’LL BE MRE’e 
FOR WEEKe AGjAIN 
eooN. 


HE’e JueT ^ 
BEEN eiTTlNC ON 
Hie BUNK eiNCE 
eUNNY RIPPEP HIM 
^ A NEW ONE. ^ 


^ MAN, ^ 
THAT WAe 
THREE HOURe 
V. Aeof ^ 


r PAWe, HE ^ 
eHOULPA KNOWN 
BETTER. HE KNOWe 
THE RULEe. COULP 
HAVE eOTTEN Ue 
V ALL KILLEP. ^ 


^ YOU euYe > 
eo AHEAP. I’LL 
CATCH UP. I’M 
eOlNe TO CHECK 
V ON JENKlNe. > 






Ill 





JENKlNe, THAT WAe A 
BAD eiTUATlON TODAY. 
I KNOW YOU’RE HAVINGj 
A TOU&H TIME WITH IT. 
TO BE HONEeT, MAN, 

V ANYONE WOULD J 
\ BE, IN YOUR /a 
\ eHOEe. 


< I’LL N 

BE ALRUtjHT. 
JUeT TRYINGj to 
GjBT my head 

V eTRAUrjHT. > 




TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH, 
DOC, I DON’T KNOW 
WHAT TO THINK. 

I DieOBEYED 
A DIRECT ORDER AND 
COULD’VE COTTEN A LOT 
OF CUYe KILLED. GjUNNY 
le pieeED. eo are 
THE CUYe IN THE 
UNIT. 



I’M CONNECTINC^^ 
WITH HIM Rl&HT ^ 
NOW...JUeT HAVE TO < 
DECIDE WHETHER J 
TO COORDINATE.^) 


I CAN KEEP 
MY EYEe ON HIM, 
HELP HIM WORK 
ON THE LAeT 
TWO c’e... 


OK, HE’e NOT 
IN IMMEDIATE 
PHYeiCAL 
DANCsjER. 


WE’RE NOT ' 
IN THE FIELD eO 
CHECK, COVER 
AND CALM DON’T 
REALLY APPLY 
ANY MORE. 
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BANKS— Horrors of War 




HEY, ePEARe, YOU &ET 
THROUGjH to your eON 
LAeT Nl&HT? ^ 


HELL NO, DOCI > 
COMPUTER WAe ALL 

F EP UP...COULPN’T 

&ET eKYPE TO WORK. 

MY WIFE le &ONNA 
K BE eo pieeEP. ^ 


BY THE TIME I 

Gjot it workingj, it 

^ WAe TOO LATE. ^ 


^ NO eHlT. MY 
WIFE WOULP KILL ME IF I 
MieeEP MY PAUCHTER’e 
s. BIRTHPAY. ^ 
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BROWNBACsJ VICTOR ^ 
TWO, THl^ BROWNBACj 
ACTUAL. RINP OUT WHAT 
HE WANTB. PROCEEP 
WITH CAUTION. 4 X 


^ EVERETT, 

TAKE BANKe AND eEE 
IF YOU CAN FICURE OUT 
WHAT HE WANTe. TlMMONe, 
COVER THEM WITH 
THE .50. 


BROWNBAC ACTUAL, THie 
le BROWNBAC VICTOR TWO. 
WE HAVE AN IRAOl MALE, 
MID 30e...eTANDlNC IN THE 
eTREET...APPEARe TO BE 
TRYINC TO CET OUR 
ATTENTION. 




\ X BROWNBAC 
y ACTUAL, THie le \ 
f BROWNBAC VICTOR ^ 
TWO. BE ADVieED, 
THE IRAOl THlNKe THAT 
Hie eieTER’e family 
may have been 
COMPROMieED BY 
THE LOCAL MILITIA. 

\ REOUEeTlNC THAT / 
WE CHECK THE 
HOUeE. X 


KIND OF HARD 

^ TO UNDEReTAND HIM. HE’e ^ 
ecARED eHiTLEee. eouNDe like 
ire Hie eieTER and her family, 
eOMETHlNe ABOUT HER HUeBAND 
WORKING Ae A TRANeLATOR 

FOR AN AMERICAN A 

COMPANY. 


INTERROGATIVE: 
HOW eHOULD WE 
PROCEED? 


eAYe HE eAw a group > 
OF MEN FROM THE LOCAL 
MILITIA GOING IN THEIR HOUeE. 

WANTe Ue TO GO CHECK 
^ IT OUT AND eEE IF 
THEY’RE OK. 
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WILCO, eTAFF 
eERGjEANT. 


WILCO, eTAFF 
eEReEANT. 


^ OK, eeT RILEY, ^ 
PROCEED WITH YOUR 
TEAM TO THE FRONT 
. OF THE HOUeE. 


CPL CHAPMAN, 
TAKE YOUR TEAM 
AND CO AROUND 
TO THE BACK. 


YEe, eTAFF ^ 
eERCEANT. I 
DIDN’T eEE ANY 
MOVEMENT 
AT ALL. > 


eTAY FOCUeED. YOU 
ARE CLEARED TO ENCACE 
ANY HOeTlLEe. BUT BE CAREFUL, 
WE DON’T WANT TO eHOOT 
UP THie FAMILY. 


TlMMONe, 

I WANT YOU 
ALERT ON 
.THAT .50. > 


CPL EVERETT, 


YOU CLAee 


THE HOUeE? 



BROWNBAC TWO ONE TWO, 
THie le BROWNBAC TWO ONE. 
INTERROGATIVE: WHAT DO 
YOU eEE? ^ 


BROWNBACBj ^ 

' TWO ONE, THie le 
BROWNBACBj two one two. 
BACK OF HOUeE 

ie> CLEAR. fCT 


■ 





T 


✓ ' -■ 

/j 


' 1 

'' 1 

— 
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^ BROWNBAGj two one, ^ 
THie le brownbagj two 
ONE TWO. FRONT OF HOUeE 
eECURE. PROCEEDING UP 
THE eTAlRe. 


OH, enm 
VOC, GfBT UP 
HBRB, NOW! 


WHAT THE 
HELL HAPPENEP 
. W HEREF . 





■^rv / 

■ 



^ hP^ 

\\/ 

: 




NOTHINGj 
HERE, DOC. 


HELP MB 

CHECK. TO BEE IP 
ANY OP THEM HAE 
. A PULEE. . 


> NOTHINE HERE ^ 
EITHER. HELP ME 
CLEAR EOME ROOM. 
I*M EOINE TO 
TRY CPR! ^ 


WHAT THE F ?ll 

WHO THE F 

EXECUTEe WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN?!! 


NO UeE, DOC. 
THEY’VE ALL 
BEEN EXECUTED. 
THEY’RE CONE. 








MENDEZ and JACKSON— Man Down 
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CORFBMAN 
. UPII . 


PON*T 
KNOW YET, 
&ER3>EANT/ 


^ WELL, > 
PUSfURE IT 
OUT ANP PO 
V tT NOW! y 


^ eHOTe > 
CAME FROM THE 
TALL BUILPINC ON 
V the RICHT. > 


^ ^AMUEL^! ^ 
TALL BUtLPtN3f AT 
3 0*CL0CK. TAKE 
YOUR TEAM ANP 
CLEAR THAT 
^ &NIPER. ^ 


WILCO, 

e^ERCbEANT! 


^ JENKINS, 

(bET YOUR .SO 
ON THAT BUlLPlNCb. 
V LUbHT IT UP! 


&OMEBOPY 
(blVE ME A 
LOCATION ON 
THAT SNIPER 
. ‘-‘-A^AP. ^ 
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MENDEZ, WAIT 
UNTIL THE eNlPER le 
. NEUTRALIZED. . 


AFFIRMATIVE. 
HU&HEe, WHERE’e 
^ JACKeONPn ^ 


I csjot you. HELO 
le ON THE WAY. WE’LL 
HAVE YOU OUT OF 
. HERE IN NO TIME. . 












I CAN’T ^ 
DO ANYTHING 
TO HELP HIM. 
I’VE CbOT TO 
. MOVE ON. > 


^ pac, (bBT 
BACK ove^ HBRB. 
H£*B BTILL ALIVE. 
YOU CAN EAVB 
^ HIM. ^ 


CORP9MAN 
. UP!! . 


YOU GjOTTA 
TRUeT ME ON THie, 
HUGjHEe. THERE’e 
NOTHING I CAN 
V DO. I HAVE TO 
X TRIACE. y 




MENDEZ — Putting it Away 
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MIKE, I THOUGjHT 
I’P NEVER CATCH 
YOU AT HOME. 


WHAT PO 
YOU MEAN? 


PON’T WORRY, I’M ^ 
FINE. IT’e JUeT BEEN A 
REALLY LONGj WEEK. 


THie CORPeMAN... 

HE WAe...WELL, HE WAe 
JUeT A KIP. ^ 


WHAT 

ABOUT HIMF 


MIKE, YOU 
KNOW, CAN’T TALK 
V ABOUT IT... > 


^ THANKe...CAN’T ^ 
QUITE eEEM TO GjET IT OUT 
OF MY HEAP... I’LL BE OK ^ 
^ IN A FEW PAYe. ^ 


ERICA, 

WHEN WA^ THE 
LA^T TIME YOU 
BLEPTF 


Two days later... 



I PON’T KNOW... 

/ REALLY eLEPT?... N 
THREE OR FOUR PAYe 
ACO, MAYBE...I’VE GOTTEN 
AN HOUR OR TWO HERE 
ANP THERE. THAT’e / 
all I NEEP. 


ERICA, YOU 
CAN>T KEEP 
&OIN& LIKE 
THAT. 


WHAT AM N 

I euppoeEP 

PO, MIKE...MAKE 
MYeELF FALL 
AeLEEP? y 


y COME ON, ^ 
ERICA...I KNOW 
THAT. BUT YOU CAN 
eEE eOMEONE , 
ANP CBjET eOME ^ 
^ HELP. 


^ YOU PON’T HAVE ^ 
TO WORRY ABOUT ME. 

I’M FINE. I’LL CET 
eOME eLEEP TONICHT. 
I PROMieE. V 


CAN WE TALK 
ABOUT eOMETHlNe 
ELeE? HOW ARE 
THlNee AT HOME? 
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Later that week... 



f.: 
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PART 5 




DUDE, 
YOU’RE ON 
^ FIRE. ^ 


I CAN*T 
BE EToppeva 
WHO WANTE 
. &OMEFFH > 


ALRl&HT, 
WALLACE. 
COME TO 
PAPA! 


KILLTROCITV! 


KILLAmAHJARm 


^ LOOK OUT, ^ 

WALLACE. eOON Ae I 
FlNieH WITH leAAC AND 
BROWN, I’M COMINC 
W FOR YOU! ^ 


I’M WAITING, 
LANCsj. 


l7aUBLE KILLL 
TRIPLE KILL! 


^ I’LL FRAC > 
YOUR Aee eTRAlCHT 
INTO THE OLD 
W FOLKe’ HOME! V 


WALLACE — News From Home 
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&UR3fERYFFH 

WHAT THE HELL 
HAPPENEPFFH 


IT WAe AN ACCIDENT. 
HE PELL OFF THE BLIPE 
AT SCHOOL. CALM DOWN, 
JOHN. THE DOCTORS &AY 
IT WENT WELL. 


HOW’e 

JACK? 


HE>e> Cjood. they had to 

PUT IN FOUR PlNe. YOU SHOULD ' 
eEE THE CAeT...lT CB^OEe ALL 
THE WAY UP TO Hie HIP. 


MAN...HOW 
LONCb WILL HE 
BE IN IT? 




AT LEA0T e WEEKe. 
THEY'LL REEVALUATE AT THAT^ 
TIME AND eEE IF HE CAN 
&0 TO A eOFT CAeT. 


WOW. HE REALLY DIP 
IT UP Rl&HT, DIDN’T HE? 
HOW LONG? le HE OUT ^ 
OF eCHOOL? 






7 JACK, IN \ 

T A/ 


( BED FOR A 1 



V WEEK? 


y\ 


PROBABLY A WEEK. 
THE DOCTORS DON'T 
WANT HIM OUT OF BED 
THAT WHOLE TIME. 


YEAH, RI&HT... YOU 
KNOW HOW HE le. I'LL HAVE TO 
TIE HIM TO THE BED I AFTER THAT, ' 
NO WEUBjHT on it FOR AT LEA&T 
S WEEKe. HE'LL HAVE TO LEARN 
TO UeE CRUTCHEe. 




WOW, YOU’RE 
REALLY COlNCsj 
TO HAVE YOUR HANDe 
FULL. I’M eORRY I 
CAN’T BE THERE 
TO HELP. 




CUEee WE DON’T HAVE 
ANY OTHER CHOICE. HEY, TALK TO 
&ENE NEXT DOOR. BEFORE I LEFT HE 

eAiD Hie eoN wAe movinc back home 

FOR A WHILE AND WAe LOOKING FOR 
WORK. MAYBE HE HAeN’T 
FOUND ANYTHING YET. 


WE'LL eET 
THROUGH IT. BUT 
I'M PROBABLY eOlNCe 
TO HAVE TO HIRE 
eOMEONE PART TIME AT 
THE eTORE. I HAVE TO 
BE HERE TO TAKE CARE 
OF JACK, AND TOM 
CAN'T COVER ALL 
MY HOURB. 


&REAT IDEA. 
I'LL CALL HIM 
TOMORROW. 


V 




( CAN I TALK 
V TO JACK? 


eURE. LET 
ME TAKE HIM 
THE PHONE. 


HEY, BUD. 
HOW’RE YOU 
DOlNe? 


f YOU eOUND 
V TIRED. 




HEY, DAD. 


PRETTY 

&OOD. 


YEAH, THEY eAVE 
' ME eOME eTUFF AT THE ( 
HOePlTAL TO MAKE ME 
CjO to eLEEP AND I'M 
eTlLL eLEEPY. 

MOM BAYe I 
HAVE TO BTAY IN 
, BED ALL WEEK. 

THAT BTINKB. 


I KNOW. BUT, 
YOU’VE COT TO 
LET YOUR 
LEC HEAL. 


BUT A WHOLE 
WEEK IN BEDF 


HEY, LOOK AT IT 
THie WAY... NO eCHOOL 
AND I BET YOUR MOM filVEe YOU 
ALL THE ICE CREAM YOU CAN EAT. 
MAYBE eHE CAN eET UP A TV IN 
_ THERE. THEN YOU COULD PLAY VIDEO 
CAMEe AND WATCH MOVlEe 
RICHT IN YOUR ROOM. , 




THAT WOULP 
BE COOL. 








r 


/ 




c. 


THE WEEK WILL 
BE OVER BEFORE YOU 
KNOW IT. THEN, WHEN YOU 
CbO TO eCHOOL, YOU CAN CET 
ALL YOUR FRlENDe TO eUrjN 
YOUR CAeT. MOM eAYe IT’e A 
BIC ONE eo THERE’e PLENTY 
OF ROOM FOR LOTe 
OF eUrjNATUREe. 


I 


I’LL TELL YOU 
WHAT, BUD. WHEN I CbEX 
HOME, I’LL CIVE YOU 
$1.00 FOR EVERY ONE 
THAT YOU CET. 


YEP. 


REALLYF! 


YOU BET! 




DEAL THEN. 
LieTEN, I HAVE TO 
CET TO WORK eOON. 
CAN YOU PUT YOUR 
MOM BACK ON 
THE PHONE? 


X 


T 


HEY, BUD... 

YOU HANGj in there, 
OK? I LOVE YOU AND 
Miee YOU. I’LL CALL 
eOON TO CHECK UP 
ON YOU. 


AWEEOME! 


EURE. 


OK, PAP. 

I MIEE YOU, TOO. 
LOVE YOU. HERE>E i 
MOM. 


WOW, HE CERTAINLY ' 

, PERKEP UP. WHAT PIP ^ 
YOU TELL HIM.^ 


y 


WE JUeT MADE A 
LITTLE DEAL, THAT’e 
ALL. HE CAN TELL 
YOU ABOUT IT. 








\\ 


MUET BE A 
EOOP ONE. YOU 
EURE CHEEREP 
HIM UP. 


HONEY, I’VE CsjOT 
TO RUN TO CHOW AND 
THEN TO A MEETlNCsj. I’LL 
CALL BACK eOON WHEN 
ALLieON le HOME FROM 
eCHOOL. TELL HER I 
LOVE HER. 


I’M eORRY, 
LlNDeAY. I LOVE 
YOU...BYE. 


I WIEH 
YOU WERE 
HERE. 


I LOVE 
YOU, TOO. 




Later... 



THANKe. IT eUCKe. LlNPeAY eOUNPEP 
REALLY eTREeeEP ON THE PHONE. 
HERE I AM ON THE OTHER eiPE 
V OF THE WORLD AND CAN’T ^ 
DO A DAMNED THINC. 


I’M 

eORRY, 

MAN. 




HEY, I KNOW WHAT 
YOU MEAN. I FEEL LIKE 
eHlT WHEN THlNCe ARE 
COINC ON BACK HOME 


LlNDeAY EARLIER. MY BOY 
FELL OFF A eLlDE ON THE 
PLAYGROUND AND BROKE Hie 
LEG IN THREE PLACEG. HE 
HAD eURGERY TODAY TO PUT 
IN PING TO HOLD IT TOGETHER. 
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NO KlPPlNCsj. MY eON’e 12 
AND BULLlEe KEEP PICKING 
ON HIM AT eCHOOL. MY WIFE 
CAN’T DEAL WITH lT...eHE 
L NEEDe ME FOR THAT J 
KIND OF eTUFF. 


^ EXACTLY! WE OWN 
A PIZZA PLACE AND HALF 
' OF OUR EMPLOYEEe AREN’T ^ 
eHOWlNGj UP FOR WORK...HELL, 
THE ONEe WHO DO ARE LATE ALL 
THE TIME. THEY DON’T PULL THAT 
BULLeHlT ON ME. IT’LL BE A 
MIRACLE IF WE’RE eTlLL IN 
. BueiNEee when i GjBT back. . 




I DON’T KNOW...eOMETHlNC’e 
NOT RICsjHT. the LA&T TWO 
TlMEe I‘VE CALLED HOME, OUR 
NElCHBOR’e BEEN THERE. 

\ I’M BECINNINC TO THINK 7 

eHE’e F INC ^ 

HIM. 


nah, man, 

DON’T THINK 
LIKE THAT. 


CAN’T HELP IT... 
JUeT HAVE THie 
FEELINC... 




n 



TO CHECK BACK IN WITH 
THECE CUYe...EePEClALLY 
MARTIN. HE MICHT NEED 
eOMEONE TO TALK TO. 




^ eUPPLY CONVOY WILL ^ 
ARRIVE ON eiTE NEXT 
MONPAY. THAT ClVEe Ue 
A COUPLE OF PAYe 
V TO BUTTON THlNCe y 
UP HERE. 


^ HO EeTlMATEe ^ 
A MINIMUM OF 30 PAYe 
TO MAKE THE REPAlRe, 
eo WE’LL BE PICCINC IN. 
BRAVO 3 eOUAP WILL 
ACCOMPANY ue. ^ 




RICHT. THE 

WORK ON LEVEL 4 HAe 
TO BE FlNieHEP BEFORE 
WE CbO. THAT’LL MEAN 

LONe HouRe for 
. THE NEXT COUPLE . 

OF PAYe. ^ 


r BY THEN N 
YOU eUYe WILL 
BE REAPY TO CET 
OUT OF THie PAM 
^ FOR A WHILE. > 


BUT WHAT’LL 
I PO WITHOUT 
THE eMELL? 


^ FORGET ^ 
THAT. HOW WILL 
I eLEEP WITHOUT 
THE COMFORTING 
HUM OF THE 
. GENERATORe? . 


WALLACE— A Smiling Young Face 
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WHAT’e THE 
FlReT THlNCsj 
YOU’RE CsjONNA 
DO, LANGj? 


^ MAN, TWO MONTHe... “ 
Ae OF TODAY, TWO MORE 
MONTHe TO eo. I CAN’T 
WAIT TO CET BACK 
^ TO CALIFORNIA. ^ 


I’M HEADINC 

y TO ‘IN-N-OUT BURCER’. N 
A DOUBLE-DOUBLE, ANIMAL 
eTYLE FRlEe AND A CHOCOLATE 
eHAKE. I CAN’T WAIT. 


0400 Monday... 



COLD BEACH le 
eWEET, BUT I LIKE 
DMJ’e BETTER. I’M 
A COOFY-FOOT, 
eo THE LEFT OFF 
THE eANDBAR 
le PERFECT 
FOR ME. 




UeED TO, 

WHEN I WAe eTATlONED 
AT PENDLETON. TRIED A FEW 
TlMEe eiNCE I MOVED TO 
FLORIDA BUT IT’e JUeT NOT THE 
eAME. PLUe, NOW WITH KlDe... 



DAMN, IF HAVINC KlDe 
MEANe NO MORE eURFlNC 
THEN I’LL PAee ON 
PARENTHOOD. 


NOTHINC COMPLICATED. 
JUeT WANT TO eiT ON MY 
DECK WITH MY WIFE AND 
KlDe AND AN ICE COLD 
BEER. MAYBE CRILL > 
V. A FEW eTEAKe. 


[P WHAT 

^ ABOUT YOU THEN, ^ 
DOC? FREEDMAN? 
WHAT DO OLD MEN LIKE 
YOU LOOK FORWARD 
V TO WHEN YOU CET > 
HOME? 
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MAN, I’M eTARVlNCra. 
HOW MUCH LONCER 
TILL WE BREAK 

V for lunch? ^ 


^ eo, WHAT ^ 
DO YOU MAKE 
OF THAT LITTLE 
KID? WHAT’e 
V HE UP TO? > 


I THINK Hie 

^ DAD’e A CONTRACTOR. > 
I eAW leAAC BUY A eODA 
OUT OF THAT COOLER FROM 
V HIM EARLIER. CAVE HIM > 
A DOLLAR. 


Later that week... 
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BANKS— Who to Trust 



eiR, YOU’VE CbOT TO BE 
K1PP1N&. IP? THOeE CsaUYe 
DON’T KNOW WHAT THEY’RE 
D01N&. NO WAY THEY CAN 
'v CONTROL THAT KINDA > 
CROWD. 


^ WE’VE JUeT BEEN ^ 

GjIven a new MieeioN. a 
CHIEF OF THE IP WAe KILLED 
EARLIER THie WEEK. Hie 
V FUNERAL le TOMORROW > 
AFTERNOON. 


^ IT’e A PRIME ^ 
TARGET FOR MORE 
ATTACKe. WE’VE BEEN 

AeeieNED to provide 

eUPPORT FOR IP 
FORCEe THAT’LL BE 
Sj^UNNlNe eECURlTY. > 


146 




147 







148 




149 



WHAT? 



FOR<2>eT THE \ 

OLV> MAN! CHECK \ 

THE <2>UY AT --- 

. YOUK TWELVE! BVBRETTI 
„ ^ LOOK OUT! 

N // /~T~xV twblvb 

)U I ly^tV O* CLOCK! 



AGjGjGjH... 

MY HEAP. WHAT 
THE HELL 
HAPPENED? 


HOLY 

&HIT! 


^ ALRIGjHT, T 
JAeON, YOU’RE OK. 
NO MAJOR PAMAGjE. 
CbBl UP. YOU’VE CbOl 
^ WORK TO DO. ^ 


HAN3f ON, 
rM COMlN3f.. 
SVBRSTTL.. 

ePBAR^l 
WHERE ARE 
V YOUF 


CORPSMM UP! 






VM COMlNCb! 


^ JOHN! 

eVBRBTT! 
WHBRB ARB 
YOU? YOU 
V OK? y 


joHN...ire 
ME, JAeON. 

HANGj in 

THERE. 


THie WILL 
HELP YOU 
BREATHE. 


eTAY WITH ME, 
JOHN. YOU HEAR ME? 

YOU CsjOTTA eTAY 
S. WITH ME! ^ 


YOUR AIRWAY’ e 
CRUeHEP. DON’T TRY 
TO TALK. I’VE eOT TO 
eET IT OPENED UP. 


CORPSMAN UP! 



I’VE CsjOT 
TO CbST 
BACK TO 
WORK. 


WHOA, DOCI 
NOT WITH THAT 
V L.EC. 


CORPSMM UP! 


^ MY KNEE? NO BU2j ^ 
DEAL. THINK I ePRAlNED 
IT IN THE EXPLOeiON. BUT 
I’M FINE FOR NOW. CAN 
. DEAL WITH IT LATER. ^ 


THAT’e NOT 
A ePRAlN. YOU 
NEED TO LAY 
. DOWN. 


P BANKe, RICsjHT? ^ 
YOU COTTA LAY DOWN. 
YOU’RE BLEEDINC PRETTY 
BADLY. DON’T KNOW 
HOW YOU CAN EVEN 
eTAND ON IT. ^ 




LOOKe 

LIKE HE TOOK 
eHRAPNEL 
JUeT ABOVE THE 
. KNEE. . 


r GjOTTA ^ 

<2jET you back 

TO eURClCAL. 
CONNA CIVE 
YOU eOMETHlNC 
FOR THE 
L. PAIN. A 


HOW 

le EVERETT? 

THE CUY I 
WAe WORK INC 
X ON? ^ 


NO, WHAT 

ABOUT EVERETT??!! 

I NEEP TO 
. CHECK... . 



A hard realization... 



WHAT THE 
HELL? WHERE 
AM I? I THOUCtjHT 
I WAe CbOlN(b TO 
eURGjlCAL? 





WHAT THE. 


YOU ANQ ^ 

/ ALL THE AMERICANS 
WILL PIE, JU^T LIKE YOUR 
RRIENP EVERETT. THE 
K eUN WILL &ET FOR . 
YOU ALL. 


WHATFFH 


THie le NOT 
HAPPENINGj. 


r but it le^. YOU^RE 
PYIN3>, JU^T LIKE YOUR 
FRIENP. YOU COULPN'T 
e^AVE HIM. YOU FAILEP. 
w YOU LET HIM PIE. . 
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WALLACE — An Unspeakable Act 






159 
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1 

F^l\ 
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PART 6 

Voices of 
Support 



/ 


MENDEZ— Back to Work 



T 
T O 3 

L r E 
P t t i 
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BANKS — Checking on a Friend 
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HEY, MAN, ^<sj 
DON’T TRY TO TALK. ^ 
I KNOW YOU CAN’T. COTTA 
TELL YOU...YOU LOOK A HELL 
OF A LOT BETTER THAN THE 
LACT TIME I CAW YOU...WAe 
AFRAID YOU WERE COINC 
TO CHECK OUT ON y 
ME FOR A LITTLE ^ 
WHILE. 


ny" BUT I TALKED 
Y TO YOUR NURCE. ^ 

^ eHE eAYe you’re ^ 

COINC TO BE OK. YOU’LL 
BE HOME BEFORE YOU 
KNOW IT. OH YEAH, COUPLE 
OF CUYe FROM THE UNIT 
CAME BY AND... 
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Later... 
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WALLACE — Support in Numbers 
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HE’e RICsjHT. we were JUeT TRYINGj 
TO HELP OUT A KIP WHO WAe POINGj 
eOMETHlNGj FOR Hie FAMILY. 

V NO WAY ANY OF Ue COULP’VE > 
eEEN THie COMlNe. 


COME ON, 
YOU CAN’T OWN 
that, WEBeTER. 


^ WHAT IF THie ^ 
le OUR FAULT? WE 
WERE BUYINC PRlNKe 
FROM HIM. PIP THAT 

V ^et him up? > 


I euEee. 
eTlLL FEEL LIKE 
eHlT ABOUT IT.... 
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BANKS— Best Man 
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WALLACE— lime to Go 












HEY, IF 

^ YOU’RE EVER 
IN JACKeONVlLLE, 
LOOK ME UP AT THE 
eTORE.-.HUpeoN’e 
K HARDWARE. A 


THIN&. 


ROCKER 
THAT, DOC. 


J YOU 

, TOO, ^ 

W YEAH, DOC. 

1 DOC. 

THANKe 1 

1 YOU’RE PRETTY 

V FOR 

EVERY- / 

\ COOL FOR A 
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WALLACE— Home Again 
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WALLACE — Looking Forward 



^ I KNOW. ^ 
HE HAeN’T eAT eTlLL 
eiNCE THE DOCTOR 
TOOK THE CAeT OFF 
s. THie MORNINC. ^ 


HAVE YOU 
EVER eEEN A 
HAPPIER KID? 


EVEN ^ 
THE DOC CAN’T 
KEEP UP WITH 
I. HIM. ^ 


^ I HAD ^ 

A FEELINC 
YOU MICHT WANT 
TO TALK ABOUT 
K THAT. ^ 


JOHN, CAN WE 

Y TALK FOR A MINUTE? \ 
AT THE COOKOUT LACT 

NICHT, I HEARD YOU 
TALKINC TO COME OF THE 
CUYe ABOUT REUPPINC. ICN’T 
THAT eOMETHlNC WE 

V eHOULD TALK ABOUT... ^ 

Ae A FAMILY? ^ 


I’M NOT 

eAYlNC I DON’T WANT 
YOU TO eTAY IN. JUCT THAT 
WE eHOULD TALK ABOUT IT. 



1 1 in 


—1 
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I KNOW. 


PLUe, THAT 
eiNKlNGj FBBUNGj 
EVERY TIME THE 
^ PHONE RANCsj... 


NOT KNOWINGj ^ 
IF eOMETHlNGj HAP 
HAPPENED TO YOU. 
NOT eURE I COULD 
HAVE TAKEN THAT 
V ANOTHER DAY. V 


ire THE KiDe. iT*e hard ^ 
FOR THEM TO NOT HAVE THEIR 

pad around, and, believe it or 

NOT, I Miee MY HUeBAND 

WHEN HE’e CONE. ^ 
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BANKS— A New Hope 
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MENDEZ— Silver star 



MIKE, DO YOU EVER 
^ PICK UP YOUR CELL? WANTED ^ 
TO LET YOU KNOW THAT I NEED 
TO PUeH OUR RUN BACK TO 1900. 
I’VE CsjOT eOMETHlNC IMPORTANT 
THAT I’VE BEEN MEANING TO DO 
FOR A WHILE. eEE YOU AT > 
THE BEACH. 
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/ I COME HERE A LOT. 

I MAY eOUNP WEIRD, BUT I LIKE 
'^.1 TO TALK TO HIM eOMETlMEe... 
H TELL HIM WHAT’e (bO[N(b ON. 
\ JUeT LET HIM KNOW WE > 
HAVEN’T FORGjOTTEN 
HIM. 

UP THAT HILL. ] „ 

I CAN enow j 
k YOU. y ^ 


^ THAT’e ^ 
NOT WEIRD...ire 
LOYALTY. YOU’RE 
A COOP FRIEND. 


THANKe. 
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‘LIVE FOR 
OTHERe 
eo OTHERe 
MAY LIVE.’ 


CbOOV 
WORK, POC. 
REeT IN 
PEACE. 


]^N 20 2' 
0?EBATI 
IRAQipd 
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“There are Corpsmen and then there are ‘docs’ A doc is someone you can count on. He’s 

someone in your platoon that when something happens to one of our fellow Marines, you 
can call on him and not have to worry. He’s your buddy, a comrade in arms, a person who 
you count on to cover your back, to lay down fire, dig fighting holes or do whatever the hell 
Marines are doing. That’s who a doc is.” 

— Field Medical Service School (FMSS): The Making of a Fleet Marine 
Force Corpsman, Navy News Service 
http://usmilitary.about.eom/od/navytrng/a/fmss.htm 

The Docs deals with situations that are best understood hy adults and is not meant for 
readers under 18 years of age. 



